United States
Environmental
Protection Agency
Washington, D.C. 20460

Bridgeport’s Restored

EPA 500-F-98-269
November 1998
www.epa.gov/brownfields/

Solid Waste
and Emergency
Response (5101)

Gateway Leads to a Whole
New Impression

Qitreachand Secid R g ects Saff (5101)

Bowtid ds Suiccess Sari es

BX s B owfi e ds Econoninc Redevel opnert [nitiativei s desi gnedtoenpover Sates, conmoni ties, andother stakehd dersin
econonic redeve onent tovarktagether inating y nanmner toprevert, assess, safdy d eanup, adsusta nald y reuse
bromfidds. Atrovfiddisasite o potionthered, thet hesactd o perod vedcotamreti mandanattivepatatid far
redevel gpnent or reuse. Snce 1995, HAhas funded nore t han 220 Niti onal and Regi ondl Brownfi € ds Assessnant Rl ats, at
wpto$0, 00 each, tosyypart creati vetvo-year eqd adias addenarstratias o brovfid dssd wios. TheRlasae
inededtoprovide BA Saes, Tribes, nnidpdities, adocomontieswthusefu infanati onandstraeg esasthey cotinue
toseek newnet hods to pronate auni fi ed goproecht o site assessnant, ervi romantal ¢l eanup, and redeve opnert .

hether arriving by boat or train, or just

driving through on the 1-95 overpass,
visitorsto Bridgeport, Connecticut at last have a
positivefirst impression of the City. Bridgeport's
residents, meanwhile, are enjoying new economic
stability, new jobs, and the much-needed restora-
tion of the City'sderelict industrial aress.

In recent years, Bridgeport suffered severe
economic decline brought onin part by the
departure of vital industry, and the abandonment
and perceived contamination of former industrial
sites. Forced to declare bankruptcy in 1990 due
toitscontinued financial deterioration, Bridgeport

Bridgeport’s new stadium, home of
the Bridgeport Bluefish

Jenkins Valve Site

had become one of the poorest yet most highly
taxed citiesin the nation. Nowhere in the City was
this economic decay more evident than at the
former Jenkins Valve site, located directly at
Bridgeport's main gateway. For nearly ten years,
visitors coming in viathe City'sferry, from Amtrak
and Metro-North Railroad cars arriving at
Bridgeport'strain terminal, and in vehiclesbuzzing
overhead on the Interstate 95 overpass were all
subjected to a clear view of the abandoned, run-
down property.

Thanksin part to assistance from EPA and other
Federal agencies, Jenkins Valve and other unused



“To gi ve you an i dea about hownuch t hi ngs
have changed, the Gty of Bridgeport has
recel vedover 200inquiriesabout thispla
fromdevel opers and ather investors. .. ve

continueto bui | d on t he nonent um
ereraedbythebronfid dspilat.”

~John Rodgur ski, Bromnfi el ds
@ordi nator for BPARgion 1

JUST THE FACTS

¢ TreRla hesleveragednesrly $l4nil lioninpud i c and
privaefund ngtovard cl eanup and redevel gpnent of
thedekirs\d vesite

* Mr e t han 360 newj obs, i ncl udi ng 68 per nanent
posi ti ans, have beencreated at t he new5, 500- seet
|l prkonthesite

* The Bridgeport HIat vas recent|y avarded $350,000i n
fud ngaspart of BRsBowfid ds Ceanup Rvd ving
Loan Fund program
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